
What is the Queen’s Speech?

A Queen’s Speech is when the Government of the 
day unveils its’ priorities for the next ‘session’ of 
parliament, mainly new legislation. It comes with 
a grand State Opening of Parliament ceremony 
with all the pomp and circumstance. The speech is 
written by Government and delivered by the Queen. 
This is followed by a parliamentary debate and 
vote, after which new Bills are introduced in the 
following weeks and months.

Why are we having one now?

Some people believe holding this elaborate state 
ritual so close to a probable General Election is 
unnecessary because a new Government would 
have to introduce a new Queen’s Speech. 

Boris Johnson controversially closed down 
(proroged) parliament in a move that was later 
ruled unlawful. The Supreme Court found that the 
Prime Ministers’ excuse for proroging - that he 
needed the time to prepare for a Queen’s Speech 
- was untrue, and that the real reason was to deny 
MP’s the opportunity to debate Brexit. 

As MP’s come back to the Commons they will find 
their time to discuss Brexit further limited by a five 
or six day debate on the Queen’s Speech  - meaning 
that the clock will run down even further with less 
opportunity for MPs to intervene in Brexit. 

The Queen’s Speech does not change the 
parliamentary arithmetic, meaning that Boris 
Johnson has no majority to deliver any of the Bills, 
and a strong chance that MP’s will vote down the 
entire legislative programme.
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What is the Queen’s Speech?

There were 26 new Bills announced, one third of 
which relate to Brexit. Overall, the new programme 
falls far short of the scale of action needed to meet 
the challenges we face on housing, education, the 
economy, jobs and climate breakdown. 

20 Bills that did not complete their passage through 
parliament from the long previous session (2017-
19), half of which are being brought back.

The Government has tried to make life difficult 
for the Opposition by including public services 
and clarifying EU citizens’ rights, however Labour 
will argue that it is they stand for real investment 
underpinned by policies that radically transform 
public services in favour of everyday people.
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‘New Economic Plan’

Government Plans?  The Government will 
propose a new fiscal strategy, to be outlined 
in the new forthcoming budget which, they 
argue, will kick-start a new infrastructure 
strategy and boost regional investment.

Impact? This ‘New Economic Plan’ is likely to 
fall well short of a genuine industrial strategy, 
which trade unions have been calling for. Over 
half (58 percent) of those in poverty are in 
working households2 with many suffering as 
a result of precarious work such as zero hours 
contracts.3 Beyond a vague statement about 
making work fairer, there was nothing for 
hard-pressed and stressed workers living in 
poverty. Medium to long term planning such 
as rail connections in the Midlands and North 
are vital, but plan to support manufacturing 
was critical, and that was missing.Crime

Government Plans? The Queen’s Speech 
promised longer sentences so that they 
“better reflected the severity of the crime”, and 
a new domestic violence Bill. 

Impact? Prison sentencing has been rising 
over the past ten years1 and prisons at 
bursting point, so it is unclear what the benefit 
of longer sentences would be. The criminal 
justice system is also creaking due to court 
closures and a growing backlog of cases. 

Environment

Government Plans? A strategy for achieving 
its targets for plastic reduction and reversal of 
biodiversity loss.

Impact? A piecemeal approach lacking 
reference to the Paris climate targets or EU 
environmental law and far removed from the 
Green New Deal.
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NHS and Social Care

Government Plans? There was a promise 
of a “long term plan” for the NHS, which is 
likely to be tied to the Governments’ previous 
announcements about hospital rebuilding over 
the next decade. There would also be a new 
independent NHS patient safety investigations 
body, as well as new measures to ensure 
quicker access to innovative medicines, and a 
new mental health Bill.

Impact? The NHS already has a 10 year plan5 
so any new law would simply ‘support’ what is 
currently in place, however the bit-privatisation 
of the NHS would continue. There are currently 
almost 100,000 vacancies in the NHS6 and the 
Government plans will rely heavily on staff, so 
the Chancellor will have to finally end austerity 
in the forthcoming Budget if their NHS plans 
are to work. It is unclear whether there will be 
a social care Bill.

Immigration

Government Plans? A new Immigration Bill 
is part of a series of Brexit-related proposed 
laws, which seeks to extend the points-based 
(‘Australian-style’) system. This includes 
incentives for skilled migrants to settle outside 
London and tougher sentences for foreign 
nationals who breach deportation orders. 
The Government also proposes a new law to 
guarantee EU citizens’ rights. 

Impact? The UK is already one of the toughest 
regimes for foreign nationals who break the 
law, and 25,000 are held in Immigration 
Detention Centres each year.6 Clarification on 
freedom of movement for EU citizens who 
want to enter Britain will be welcomed, but 
three million EU citizens already living in Britain 
remain concerned over their status. A lot rests 
on what type of Withdrawal Agreement, if any, 
Britain strike with the EU in the next few days.

ID Cards

Government Plans? Introducing the need for 
voters to bring photo ID to the polling station.

Impact? Critics argue the plan is unnecessary 
as the UK does not have a real problem of 
voter impersonation, and 3.5 million people 
do not have access to voter ID.7 Voting has 
already been made harder by the switch from 
household to individual registration.

Housing

Government Plans? There are plans to 
improve building safety law in the wake of the 
Grenfell disaster.

Impact? There were no plans to deal with 
homelessness, and nothing to prevent ‘no 
fault evictions’ despite a previous Government 
promise to do something. The housing crisis 
will continue unabated.
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What’s not in it?

There was no mention of the need to tackle 
poverty, nothing to address the causes of 
crime, and beyond a general reference to the 
“sustainability” of public services little to cheer 
local government, the police or schools. The 
absence of any reference to ending austerity 
suggests it will continue for all services not 
explicitly mentioned. 
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Railways

Government Plans? A review (Williams 
Review) of the railways system is due to 
report, and Government intentions to act to 
“prioritise improvements for passengers.”

Impact? Williams is not expected to meet 
the scale of the problem, and it is difficult to 
imagine real change without nationalistion.

Technology

Government Plans? The Queen’s Speech 
pledged a digital economy bill to guarantee 
broadband access and strengthen internet 
security covering porn and terrorism.

Impact? Britain lags behind most of our OECD 
competitors, and many others,8 on internet 
connections, largely because our digital 
infrastructure is so under-developed.


